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Shakespeare’s Early Life
● Baptised 26 April 1564

○ Birthday 23 April

● Education
○ Letters and Latin texts



Marriage and Children
● Anne Hathaway



Writing and Theatre
● Closure of theatres 1593
● Lord Chamberlain's Men

○ The King’s Men



Late Years
● Retired after 1611
● Died 23 April 1623
● First Folio 1623



Production History
Written around 
1594-96

Possibly written 
for an aristocratic 
wedding



Plot
● Order, Disorder, 

Reorder
● What is real?
● Plots within plots
● Resolution in the 

fourth act



Shakespeare’s Sources
● Theseus and Hippolyta

○ Chaucer’s Knight’s Tale
■ Theseus’ conquering Amazons

● Ypolita (Hippolyta) and Emelye
■ Rite of May

● Welcome May in the woods with singing and dancing
○ Thomas North’s translation of Plutarch’s Lives of Noble Grecians and Romans

■ Tells the histories of Classical figures
■ Theseus’ conquer of Amazons and his marriage

● Antiope or Hippolyta



More of Shakespeare Sources!
● Midsummer Eve

○ June 23
○ Solstice marked by holiday and stories of fairies and madness

● Pyramus and Thisbe
○ Ovid’s Metamorphoses

■ Book IV

● Bottom
○ Apuleius’s Golden Ass

■ Lucius, who is curious about magic, accidentally turns himself into an ass.




